
   

       

Spring 2019, Newsletter 1 

 

History Undergraduate Studies Committee Contacts: 

Dr. Carole Woodall, UGS Director, cwoodall@uccs.edu 

Dr. Samantha Christiansen, Interim UGS Director, (Spring 2019) schrist3@uccs.edu 

 

 

UCCS History Department 
Undergraduate Studies 

Program 

Scholarships:  

APPLY NOW! 

You no longer have to search for scholarship 

opportunities. Just fill out the University 

Scholarship Application through your 

MyUCCS portal and you will automatically be 

matched with scholarships. We have two 

History specific scholarships, the Florence 

Murphy Endowment and the Wunderli 

Scholarship, both of which are awarded 

annually. 

The deadline to apply is MARCH 1st 

  Don’t Delay! 

You can find more information on scholarships at 

https://uccs.academicworks.com/ 

Welcome to 2019 and a New Semester! 
The Spring semester is off to a great start! We hope you’re enjoying your classes and getting into the groove 

of things by now. Whether you’re wrapping things up for graduation this year or just launching your 

freshman experience, we’ve got news and information you’ll want to know!  

 

 

Be a Pilgrim! 

 Join our Travel Class to Boston  

June 3-7, 2019 

HIST 3000: Pilgrims, Patriots, and Poets 

Students in this class will journey to Massachusetts 

with Sr. Instructors Barbara Headle and Jan Myers 

on the History Department's maiden in-country 

travel course. We will venture to Boston, Plymouth, 

Lexington, and Concord where we walk in the 

footsteps of the determined, but not always so 

pure, Puritans; of the rabble-rousing, tea-tossing, 

rebel Patriots; and of the literary giants who 

produced works ranging from the sublime to the 

downright eerie. 

If you have any questions, please contact Barbara 

Headle (bheadle@uccs.edu or Janet Myers 

(kpmyers@comcast.net).   
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Upcoming Opportunities to Present your Research! 
 

Presenting your research in a conference setting is a great way to get feedback and share 
your insights with other historians. We have two great opportunities this semester:  
 

 CSURF is a collaborative venture designed to highlight the research and creative works of 

undergraduates from Colorado College, the United States Air Force Academy, and the 

University of Colorado Colorado Springs (UCCS).  Each year the conference rotates 

between these three institutions.  UCCS will host CSURF 2019. Registration is open now! 

For more information, go to WWW.UCCS.EDU/CSURF 

 

 The Colorado Phi Alpha Theta Regional Conference 2019 will take place on the campus of 

Western Colorado University in Gunnison, CO on Saturday, April 13, 2019. Submissions 

are due February 22nd. We expect many UCCS students will make the trip together for this 

great opportunity- so join us!  You do not need to be a member of PAT to attend or 

present. Please email the PAT Faculty advisor, Dr. Samantha Christiansen at 

schrist3@uccs.edu for more info and watch your email for details! 

Phi Alpha Theta Colorado 

Regional Conference 2019 

April 13 

Western Colorado University 
 

 

 

Deadline to submit is 

February 22nd 

 

 
** Open to all undergraduate and  

     graduate students 

 

** Prizes will be awarded to the  

     best papers of the conference 

http://www.uccs.edu/CSURF
mailto:schrist3@uccs.edu


  

     

Have a question that 

History students need to 

know? 

 ASK UGS 

Q: What are some common 
expectations when taking an upper-
division seminar class? 
 
A: Upper division courses may take on 
different approaches depending on the 
instructor. Typically, seminar-style 
classes are not straight lectures. In 
general, students who take seminars 
are expected to be self-motivated and 
engage critically with assigned 
readings. 4000-level seminar style 
courses are designed to prepare 
students with analytical, writing, and 
critical thinking skills essential to 
completing the Senior Thesis. 
 
2. Why should I consider studying a 
language as a History Major? 
  
In addition to the satisfaction that 
comes from learning another 
language, proficiency in an additional 
language is a great way to expand 
your options in terms of sources you 
can use in you work. Ideally, primary 
sources are best when seen in their 
pure form- so relying on someone 
else’s translation can be a 
shortcoming or limitation in your 
research.  If you are thinking of going 
on to graduate school, many programs 
suggest at least one additional 
language form your native tongue as a 
requirement for admission. Often, you 
don’t need fluency in the language;  a 
reading or working knowledge can get 
you started, so if you haven’t studies 
any languages yet, there’s still time! 
There’s virtually no downside to 
learning another language and we 
strongly encourage students consider 
language study as part of their 
historical training. 
 
 

PHI ALPHA THETA AND HISTORY CLUB 

 
Phi Alpha Theta- Tau Chi Chapter is the UCCS branch of the national History 
honor society, Phi Alpha Theta. The mission of the honor society is to 
promote the study of history through the encouragement of research, 
teaching, publication, and the exchange of learning and ideas among 
historians. In addition, we meet simultaneously with the History Club, which 
is open to anyone at all that wants to talk about history and meet others 
with shared interests.  We’re planning great events this semester and want 
your input! We meet the first Monday of each month at 7:30pm at Clyde’s 
in the University Center. Watch your email for more info or contact PAT 

Faculty advisor, Dr. Samantha Christiansen at schrist3@uccs.edu. 

Give yourself the best preparation for thesis success: 
 

History 3001: The Historian’s Craft:  
Introduction to the Discipline of History 

 
Course Description and Objectives: This course introduces 
undergraduate history majors and minors (and students considering 
pursuing a history major) to the basic methods and skills historians 
use to study and write about the past. Unlike most history courses, 
this course does not focus on a specific geographic area or 
chronological period; rather, students focus on the processes of and 
developing the skills for thinking historically, conducting historical 
research--including locating, utilizing, and evaluating sources--and 
articulating their findings precisely and concisely.  
 
Grappling with the past, ruminating about what is history and how 
historians craft history are also components of the 
course.  The brief introduction to historiography serves to familiarize 
students with concepts and schools of thought explored more deeply 
in 4990: Senior Thesis Seminar. 
 
This course is taught in both fall and spring semesters and fulfills 
Compass Curriculum Requirements for Writing Intensive. 
 

Are you ready for Senior Thesis? 

mailto:schrist3@uccs.edu


  

   

 

INTERNSHIP 
OPPORTUNITIES 

HIST 3995 
 
WHY AN INTERNSHIP? An Internship 
provides you the opportunity to apply 
your knowledge as a history scholar 
while learning valuable new skills. You 
will intern with a local organization and 
explore an array of activities that include 
work in historical archives, public 
exhibits, historical research, public 
outreach, educational programs, and 
institutional support. Our interns have 
worked at the Colorado Springs Pioneers 
Museum, the United States Olympic 
Committee Archives, The Western 
Museum for Mining & Industry, the WWII 
Aviation Museum, the 4th Infantry 
Division Museum, UCCS Archives (and 
others!) 
 
Benefits of the Course: 
· Interact with and learn from public 

historians and archivists in a 
professional work setting. 

· Develop practical work experience for 
future employment. 

· Develop professional skills and 
networks. 

· Course runs as an Independent Study 
with flexible hours and meeting 
times. 

· Counts as an Upper Division elective 
for History Majors and Minors. 

 

TO BEGIN: email your interest to the 
Undergraduate Internship Coordinator  
Amy Haines at ahaines2@uccs.edu 
Permission is required to register 

Explore, Experience, Exchange 

 
The National Student Exchange is a study away opportunity that allows you 
to take new courses, see new places, make new friends, and enroll in 
academic options that may not be available at UCCS. You can study for a 
single term or academic year at one of nearly 200 NSE member colleges and 
universities in all 50 states, all Canada provinces, Guam, Puerto Rico, and 
the U.S. Virgin Islands. 
 
 
For more information – see www.nse.org and contact our campus NSE 
Coordinator Heidi Wardell at hwardell@uccs.edu 
 
 

ADVISING AND MENTORING  

Do you need more academic advising? 
 
At UCCS, academic advisors perform several functions. They assist 
with explaining degree audits, registration, transfer credits, declaring 
majors, graduation requirements, and policies on withdrawing or 
dropping courses. Academic advisors also offer support to students in 
navigating the complex system of higher education rules and 
regulations. If you’ve got a question about your degree path and 
whether you’re on track: 
Contact Humanities Advisors: Bill Bannister, Ruth Sansing, or Brian 
Mann at https://www.uccs.edu/advising/advisors 
 
Do you need to talk to someone more generally about your 
historical training and/or post-graduation ideas?  
 
Be proactive in developing relationships with faculty mentors. Faculty 
will not be able to answer questions about transfer credits or degree 
audit guidelines necessarily. Instead, think of faculty mentoring as 
helping you to generate meaning between course selections, even with 
Compass Curriculum and general education requirements.  
 
If you are interested in pursuing an advanced degree at the graduate or 
doctoral level, you will need professors to write letters of 
recommendation. Plan accordingly. It is advised that professors at the 
rank of tenure, tenure-track, or instructors who have received a Ph.D. 
should write letters. If you are not interested in pursuing an advanced 
degree, professors, instructors, and lecturers are in the position of being 
able to write letters. 
 
Do you want to talk to someone specifically about applying to the 
History Master’s degree program at UCCS? 
 
While any faculty member can talk about the M.A. program, you can get 
more detailed program and admissions information by contacting the 
Director of graduate Studies, Dr. Roger Martinez Davila at 
rmartin8@uccs.edu  

http://www.nse.org/
mailto:hwardell@uccs.edu
https://www.uccs.edu/advising/advisors

