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Meeting is early this month! 

FYI
El Paso County Pioneers’

Association
P. O. Box 365

Colorado Springs CO 80901

Board of Directors:

President - Dwight Haverkorn 
 660-4665,  dwightkorn@gmail.com

Secretary - Jeannie Spring, 
  jjsprig@hotmail.com

Jeanne Herbst , Treasurer
Betsy Shoup - Corr. Secretary  

 Pioneer Courier - 591-6517
 bets1@comcast.net

Peter Blaney - Programs  488-3419
  pblaney@comcast.net

Dave Rickert, Internet Site
Members at Large: Don Cesare,
Dona Bymaster,  Paula LeBaron
Mary Purinsh, Judy Baber Clarke

  On Sep.  27, 2013, 67  members and friends came to
lunch and welcomed Robin Lynch who helped us
learn more of our history keeping facilities and how
we have to make  several  connections to know who
came before us via recordings in the various offices
that keep track of us in local government.

Robin Lynch

Robin, a descendent of Nebraska pioneers, grew up in
North Platte, Nebraska.  Upon completion of High
School in 1979, she studied Math Education at the
University of Nebraska Lincoln as well as

participated in the
Army ROTC program. 
In 1983, she graduated
and received her
commission as an
Army Officer.  From
1983 to 2008, twenty-
five years, she served
in the active military
in a number of

leadership and staff roles in Army Aviation in Europe
and the States including two tours in the Pentagon. 
As a Cold War Warrior, she flew UH-1 Huey
helicopters, UH-60 Blackhawk helicopters, and C-12
(King Air) air planes.  During her career, she
completed a Masters in Business Administration as
well as a Masters in National Security Strategy from
the National War College in Washington D.C..  Her
final career assignment brought her here to Colorado
Springs in 2006 as the Norad-Northcom Inspector
General.  She retired as a Colonel in 2008.  Being a
life long learner, she is currently using her GI BILL
to complete a Masters in History at the University of
Colorado, Colorado Springs.  Her areas of interest are
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social and political history.  Robin is married to
retired Lieutenant Colonel Paul Ebhardt, also an
Army Aviator.  They have a daughter Kelly who
is studying geology at UCCS and they currently
reside on the north side of Black Forest near
Highway 83 and County Line Road.  She is here
today to present the results of her most recent
work on the history of El Paso County’s Paupers,
Poor House, and the Evergreen Cemetery Potter’s
Field. 

In North Platte Nebraska, where Robin grew up, a
book had been written about the local poor farm. 
A movie,  Evil Obsessions is to be produced about
that institution whose matron was said to be
“evil”.  That started the search for local history
here  regarding our local poor farm.  Yes, there
was one here on  21  street and an earlier facilityst

on the East side of the city.

One set of information led to another and as the
various pieces of information Robin found, in
different governmental archives, got put together,
at first in her mind then on paper.  She became
interested it putting it all in one place not only for
her class work but for us. Posterity!
  
Research led her to our “potters field” and on to
EPCPA’ s involvement at Evergreen Cemetery. 
Most Counties have designated cemetery plots for
those unable to pay.  The EPCPA under the
guidance of Mel Sinton and other Board members
documented the “pioneer” section of Evergreen
Cemetery some years ago.

Robin asked EPCPA permission to retype the
information from EPCPA work at the Cemetery
into a database.  A good idea so that it is more
readily available to everyone these days. 
Permission happily given!

1882 to 1899 Poor House and later the Poor Farm
which was in operation into the 1980's were
subjects in her search through the paperwork that
makes up local history on the lacking in detail
part of history.

Resources were few and it took older workers
remembering that there was some paper work
available.  Written of course and not yet
computerized, books  listed people who were cared
for with ethnicity and other sparse information.  It is
believed that nothing has been published from the
books found through Robin’s determined search. 
Seeking for and writing history takes skill and
dedication.

County Commissioner records of the late 1800's and
set out how the poor house and the poor farm were
established.  In the documents, in separate places,
were the records of people and then later, lists of
deaths and where they might be buried.   It seems that
El Paso County was about two hundred years behind
the east coast cities in addressing these issues.  Of
course we were, our numbers were small and it took a
while to grow in numbers and funds for such efforts.
 
Why do we have paupers?  Many of us probably
know the answers to that age old question and they
are varied and we must be prepared to accept that the
entries in all the documents cannot possibly tell the
whole story. 

Some of the reasons for residing at the County Poor
Farm in the 1950's may have been in a punitive
fashion due to the age and the circumstances of those
who had to stay there.  Perhaps they were sent to do
yard work and other chores to help out, as I (BJS)
think one of my brothers did when he had to spend
time there at the behest of Co. Sp. Police Dept.

Deep Roots is a book for those interested to learn
more on these subjects.  

Thanks Robin!
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“Unworthy poor” were people who chose not to
change their situation according to the deep roots
book and it doesn’t take into account all the
reasons like the stock market crash that was not
the fault of the individual.  The recession brought
a lot of people to the West to homestead and to
start a new life.   

We know that many who thought the altitude and
clear air would help tuberculosis came here as
well as those seeking that gold “stuff”.  The age
was one of the excitement of being able to travel
more easily by rail than by animal power.  

Some needed to turn to the County for help in the
1860's  the poor hurt by drought came into town
for relief.  Families were contracted to provide
housing for poor folks and that led to some abuse
of that system.  Along the way the need to care for
those who could not earn a living  was seen as a
community problem that had to be resolved for
the comfort of everyone.  

We still  see the need for relief at the Soup
Kitchen at St. Mary’s and in the Parks, especially
those located close to the free help so kindly
given, where some who cannot help themselves
wait from meal to meal.   In this prosperous city
with many churches we are generous and kind to
those who seek our help.  

The hope was to help people learn the skills that
would help them get jobs soon we learned that it
was easier to stay in these clean places and not
leave.  Colorado Springs maintained a poor house
and a poor farm which was the last functioning
poor farm in the U.  S. open until 1984.  Even
now we are asked to consider dental and other
health care as well as housing for “poor” people.  

When Statehood for Colorado came about it was
considered that families would be the first to care
for their poorer family members then on to social
or governmental entities who would be asked for
help.  Taxes were used to pay for care of the  poor
people as early as 1875.  

We had a Superintendent of the Poor in the 1890's
and about  175 to 200 people a month were getting
some type of poor relief, coal and food.  Some people
elderly some blind, this was before the Deaf & Blind
School, some with illnesses, broken bones, morphine
addiction, and gonorrhea and syphilis, which had
been unheard of here were marked by an exclamation
point in the record book.  These citizens were cared
for by society paying the bills and keeping a facility
open to house people in dire circumstances.   We
wanted and needed to care for these people who had
no one else to help them.  

Always tremendously interesting the amount of
research it takes to get from birth through death in a
person’s life.  Think of the papers on file and
scattered in the paperwork of governmental agencies
all through life for each of us!

When silver was eclipsed by gold for our monetary
standard it caused a number of problems, among the 
less often thought of was for burials of people who
had become poor due to the change.  Evergreen was
the first official burial ground here.  (Remember the
cemetery up by the Masonic Center?)  More than
1400 graves in Evergreen are in the section that the
EPCPA documented under the tutelage of Mel and
Mary Sinton.  It was a hundred years before someone
looked through the records to really document those
graves in a way to more easily find a grave site.

Our thanks to Robin who shows us the reason for
scholarly pursuits that document our history!

Dwight Haverkorn conducts our

meeting.



4

A Colorado Pioneer Story

We often read about the famous people of the
Pikes Peak Region such as William Jackson
Palmer and Helen Hunt Jackson.  After the Civil
War ended, there was a rush of settlers heading
west because of the Homestead Act of 1862. 
People were more than ready to claim 160 acres
of land and start a new life. These hard working
people shaped Colorado Springs and the outlying
areas for what they are today.

Joseph and Sara Hale were homestead pioneers,
traveling to Alta Vista, Colorado by railroad
sometime during 1895.  Joseph worked for the
Rock Island Railroad and had lived in Alton,
Illinois for many years.  Before moving to
Colorado, Joseph’s railroad job had taken him to
Goodland Kansas in 1893.  At that time Joseph
and Sara had three children: Chester, John, and
Grace. A son Joseph died in infancy while they
were living in Illinois. Grace was just six weeks
old when the family moved to Kansas by covered
wagon in 1893.  A fifth child, Lucy Pearl was
born in May of 1895 and the family moved to
Colorado very soon after Lucy’s birth.  Joseph
was still working for the railroad and also
homesteaded at Alta Vista. 

Alta Vista, Colorado is located just north
of Calhan, Colorado; Calhan is 34 miles east of
Colorado Springs.  The family settled in a small
dugout near Alta Vista. A dugout, also known as a
pit-house or earth lodge, is a home built into the
side of a hill or a depression dug into the ground. 
Dugouts were used by many early settlers because
the structures were better able to withstand the
harsh winter temperatures in the region. Three

more
children
were born
sometime
later:
Virginia in
1903,
Henry in
1906, and
Martha in
1908.

Joseph continued to work for the railroad and
also farmed on the eastern plains of Colorado for
many years.  The family eventually moved to
Colorado Springs when Joseph retired from the
railroad in 1927. They purchased a home in Colorado
Springs at 308 W. Cameron Street for $250. 
Cameron Street was close to the downtown power
plant; the house was torn down many years ago by the
city and the area is now a vacant field.  

Farming on the eastern plains of Colorado is a
challenge because of the severe rainstorms,
lightening, hail, blizzards, and early frosts. Crops
were typically beans, oats, potatoes, and wheat.  Since
the area lacked rivers or a large source of water for
irrigation, dry farming was practiced.  The method of
dry farming is defined as tilling the soil lightly on top
whenever moisture (such as rainfall) is received in
order to retain it in the soil. Modern farm equipment
as you see now was nonexistent; equipment consisted
of animals, hand tools, and long hours of labor.
Children labored in the fields and did chores along
with school on the farm.  Electricity was coal oil
lamps and plumbing was a well and an outhouse.

Women on the farm carried water from a well
pumped by a windmill.  Water was heated on a wood
or coal fueled stove and clothes were washed in a tub
over a washboard.  Soap was often handmade from
lye and left over grease.  Meals were prepared from
livestock and food mainly grown on the farm and in a
carefully tended garden.  Women spent long hours
canning garden vegetables in order to provide the
family with food through the winter.

Joseph Hale died in Colorado Springs in 1950
at the age of 89 years; Sara died in 1960 at 92 years
old.  Joseph and Sara are both buried in Evergreen
Cemetery in Colorado Springs.

The oldest child Chester Hale had a large
argument with his father about a horse when he was
barely 16 years old.  Angry at his father, Chester rode
away on the horse and was never heard from again. 
The other children grew up and remained in
Colorado.  

What one dugout, in Kansas, looked like.
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Farming families during this era often let
their young daughters work for local families who
had money; daughter Grace was hired by a local
woman named Ida Seger; when Grace was sixteen
years old in 1909 she married Ida’s son, Clyde
Seger.  Clyde and Grace traveled by horse and
buggy to Kiowa, Colorado where the county seat
was located so they could be married.  On the way
home they stayed overnight with a farming family
before returning to the Alta Vista area.  They
lived with Clyde’s parents until 1914.

Clyde and Grace Seger farmed in the
Calhan area and in later years moved to Bijou
Basin, a farming area northeast of Peyton,
Colorado.  Clyde and Grace had sixteen children;
twelve of these sixteen children lived to be adults. 
All but three children were born at home with no
doctor in attendance.  One child died at birth and
two others died from diphtheria in the early
1920’s. The fourth child died from whooping
cough at six weeks old. 

Clyde and Grace had purchased 480 acres
of land 7 miles northwest of Calhan (today known
as Rivers Divide) for $1.00 per acre in 1932 but
lost it in 1938 because they owed $238 and could
not afford to pay the debt. After they lost the
property the Seger family moved to Bijou Basin
and became sharecroppers, giving one third of
their crops to the landowner.  Clyde took care of
the landowner’s cattle and kept one-third of the
calves that were born.  Clyde died at home in
1947 from a massive cerebral hemorrhage at age
60.  Grace stayed on the farm for one year and
then sold the cattle and purchased a home in
Peyton where she finished raising her three
youngest sons.  Grace passed away in Colorado
Springs at 98 years old in 1991; Clyde and Grace
are buried in Evergreen Cemetery. 

Judy Baber Clarke
****

Membership is our seat of vitality!! 

Life Members

Mel Sinton

Ralph Conner

 Members

 

Ms Virginia Donner

 Mr & Mrs Jay Bouton

Contributing Members 

Marilyn Jean Gibson

Mr John A Weiler

Diana Francese

Mr Terry Shattuck

Elinor Stidham

Theo Vandenberg

Susan Gilliland

Palmer Divide Prods. Jim Sawatzki

Lt Col & Mrs Frank Wilson

Bonnie Godfred

Mrs Vaun H Benjamin

Jack Anthony

Mr & Mrs Pat Dawson

Ms Sara Heuser

Jay McKee

Judy & Harry Clarke

Ryan & Jessica Hildebran

Darlene Aspedon

Mr Richard Marold

Chad & Tina Bishop

Daniel J Yates 

Gregory Gartin

Mike & Maribel Herbst

Supporting Members

John R. Davis

Mr & Mrs Doyle Sloan

Conrad & Katy Lapp

Mr & Mrs Lee Baker

Paul and Sally Conover

Terry & Cheryl Caskey

Ms Jean A Jones

Dr & Mrs Robert Jones

Mr & Mrs Jay Nestle

Mr & Mrs M Frank Peck
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Supporting Members

Mr & Mrs John Bernheim

Barry and LeEtte Farris

Col & Mrs B E Tillotson

Cynthia Hill-Jacobson

 Rosalie Hill

Ms Eve Tilley Chavez

Mr Norval D Miller

Col Dave Hughes Ret

Pioneer Sand Co.

 Joe Kraig

Patron Members

Mr & Mrs Robert Hansen

Royce G Roland

Tony & Kim Cuchares

John & Clarene Gartin

Chuck Melbuer

Member Jim Sawatski’s video is a gem of
history that can be viewed again and again and
remembered for the video footage of
historian/author Leland Feitz as well as that
extraordinary welder, Starr Kempf, both who
authored  works we can always enjoy.  

It something wonderful to have these
talking, moving, in color pictures to see local
artists and their gifts to us that were their life
work. 
You will be able to purchase a video from 
www.palmerdivideproductions.com

           

Hello!  Mel Sinton sends greetings!
Mary Lou Hansen and son Allen say “Hello” from
Oshkosh, WI.

$$$$$$

EPCPA Treasury Report 10/31/2013

Savings Account    6,060.75       
Checking Account   2,953.61 
Total   9,014.36

Luncheons each  cost as much as  $550.
Luncheons pay for themselves.
Print and Postage for each Courier   $215.
Postage for renewal letters and other mail   $  92.
Monument engraving this year.   $179.

We’ll have a yearly financial report in the February
2014 Pioneer Courier.  We thank Jeanne Herbst and
Darleen Delano for their work to “keep our books”!
We are using QuickBooks because it gives us
personalized detail for donations membership,
luncheons and monument and all the expenses.  We
now have all the information in more than one
computer!  We have used DataBase and will
continue.

Check out this local history.

Online through your computer is a video about local
history not often known, with Dwight Haverkorn
interviewing former local police officer Ron
Stallworth about Ku Klux Klan activity in Colorado

Springs in the 1970's.  Well worth watching and
enjoying the fact that we have had such quality
people serving us.  Two ways to see and learn this
history: At PPLD.org click on the PPLDTV icon
button and search for “An Interview with Ron

Stallworth”.     Or see it on your computer at:
http://vimeo.com/45909514 

The Pikes Peak Library District’s on line site is
overflowing with information, photographs articles
and videos that can lead to enough information to
quench any thirst and lead to many paths online. 
There are 798 videos as of this date,  Wonderful!

Bob Cronk’s Outbound Journeys
Pictorial History of Chief Manitou’s outbound travels
from the Santa Clara Pueblo to Colorado and beyond.
This book is on my list of gifts!



Remember to shop at the Pioneers Museum gift shop as well as the Old Colorado City History Center
Shop and remember the Pikes Peak Library District shop!  

Wonderful places to find just the right gift for any holiday and especially Christmas!

The Holiday Season starts soon with Thanksgiving and on to Christmas you will want to
shop and a fine place to start is the Colorado Springs Pioneers Museum Gift Shop!

A trip there is a wonderful experience and shopping in the excellent gift shop is certain to
delight you as special gifts are found!

Quilts!  Oh the warming thoughts we have! They keep you cozy sometimes with all the
loving stitches and fabrics that hold memories to last more than a lifetime!  Judi Arndt is the
Curator of the Quilt Exhibit at the Colorado Springs Pioneers’ Museum and the
exhibit is a beauty of fabric and stitching to delight you!      For a warming experience See
The Museum after a nice lunch downtown!  

Renew your Membership!  Give a gift membership!  It will last a year!

El Paso County Pioneers’ Association - Become a member of the longest continuing organization 
in the Pikes Peak Region!  The Association was formed in 1896 and has continued to promote the memory 
of the pioneers of the region and to collect and preserve information about its’ citizens for future generations.
Membership categories are:  

Contributing Member:  $25 per member or $45 per couple       ________
Supporting Member:     $50 per member or $90 per couple      ________
Sustaining Member:      $75 per member or $135 per couple     ________
Patron Member:            $100 per member or $180 per couple   ________

Dues Plus!

Additional Donation for Monument expenses  ______________   Thanks!

Make Checks payable to EPCPA
Please send your membership and or monument donation to:

EPCPA, 4705 Brady Place, Colorado Springs, CO 80915 

Name _______________________________Spouse ________________________________

Address _____________________________________________ Apt. No. __________________

City _________________________________ State ________ Zip Code _________________

e-mail _____________________________________________________________________________

Check No. ____________________   Amount ________________ Check Date _____________
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El Paso County Pioneers’ Association 
4705 Brady Place 
Colorado Springs, CO 80915

Notice of Meeting and Luncheon Reservation Sheet

 Nominations for EPCPA Board of Directors - Elections in February

The November 15, 2013 luncheon meeting of the El Paso County Pioneers’ Association will be held at the
Eagles Hall, 1050 South 21  Street,st

Menu: Turkey & Trimmings, Pumpkin Pie

Speaker:  Jason Campbell

Program:  History of the Carriage House at the Broadmoor Hotel

Doors open at 11:30, lunch is served at 12:00,  the cost is $11.00 per person. Bring a friend to Lunch!

WE NEED 50 ATTENDEES  TO BREAK  EVEN

  Luncheon is on Friday, November15, 2013

Please  remember that you must pay in advance!  Thanks!

Make Check payable to EPCPA  -  Mail to:

EPCPA,  4705 Brady Place, Colorado Springs, CO 80915
-  C- - - -  - - -  -  - - -  - - - - - -  - - - - - -  - - -  - -  - - -  -  - -  - - -  - - -  - - -  -   - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

 PLEASE RETURN THIS PORTION WITH YOUR CHECK BY   Nov. 10, 2013
EPCPA, 4705 Brady Place,  Co. Sp. CO 80915
Cost $11. ea.   Your Check is your reservation.  Thanks!

Name                                                                                                 Telephone                                          

Guest(s)                                                                                                                                                       

Ck. No.________  Amt. $ __________Num. Reservations ________   


